Q’p@rati oty Wasser-lelle

Psychological warfare has become an essential part of modern war:
In 1943 e RAF droppecl British forgeries of Grerman stamps
over the Ruhr: These were the current bpf Hitler definitives but
with the head of Heinrich Himmler, chief of the Grestapo, which
e regarded as on insult to his leader and the Nagi state and
9ave the order to forge British stamps as propagando.

These were printed on paper With o wavy line wotermark. This leds
to the combination of Wasserzeichen Wellenlinie (Watermark
wawy Line), hence the name Operation Wassu’-telle.

British stamps forged were the 1935 Sbver Jubilee Jacl value; 1937
Coronation |)2d value and siy King George VI definitives. The
definitives were also overprinted with varjous themes, the
rarest being the Murder Ruin and World: Politics serces.

Distribution was to be over troop concentrations and the larger
British cities by the Luftwaffe.

Genwine British stamps were perforated 15x14 but the Germans
didn't have mochines copable of producing these si3es. Frantic
searching resulted i o maching being found but the size was 1.
This had been used for perforating theatre tickets omd.such (tems.

The idea was not o success. By the time the forgeries werg reasly
the fortunes of war had turned in the Allies’ favour:

Pp 27 Production. Pp &-9: SilverJubilee and Coronation forgeries.

Pp I0-11: Souvenir Sheet. Pp12-28: Liguidation of Empire overprints.

Pp 29-30: Murdler Ruin and, Worldl, Politics overprints. Pp31-32: Markings.
References: Stnmps in Battledress byIbachim Hosang.
Unternehmen Wasserwelle by Wolfgang Priitzsch (English vetsion).
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Comavunist and Jewish Tendencies

Responsibility for Operation “Wasser-Welle was
possed to Seution VI-F-4 of the Sicherhgitspolize
(the 5S) in Berlin which had a print shop in
Oranienburg- Sachsenhausen concentration
camp (above), among whose inmates wer former
forgers and experts on paper and print.

Himmler ordered the basic design and colour
of genuine British stamps be retained,ne change
to the profile of the King, Communist tendencies
to be in the desjgn and.show implications of o
Communist influence on the Dilies, especinlly
Britaim. Detoil was net of great importance
as the finished product guite obvioush) hag
to look; Like it was o forgery.

Ruantities of the accepted: desggns had tv
be ready within six to etght weekss.
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Obyious Sorgeries

Operation Wasser-Welle'
in English:
Operation Waoter-tave

The widely recognised high
quolity of German printing
would have procuced better
gualily stamps. However, it
was intended from the outset
that the finished examples
were to be obvious forgeries.

The Grermon iplea that small
pleces of poper in their 1000s
could moke ony difference
to the morale of civilians or
soldiers con only be treated
as a foke.

One is at o loss to see what
result Himmler hoped to
achieve.
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Reichsfithrer
Heinrich Himmler



PVroduction
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Paper was in Shor t.s‘upp{y

S & ong, o Large amount VaS

B needed for 7 million of

) the definitives and the
other 1wo values one
millionof each.

[t was decidded o use remaining stocks of old food coupons. This paper with
watermarked, wavy lines had become useless becanse of widespread, Allied
forgeries of fooa coupons droppedl over the Third Rech. New ration coupon
paper had 10 be produced., Thereby making Large guantitizs of old stock.

The printing process
was OFfset Lithography
whereas the British
originals were done by
photvgravure. The six
definitives were possibly
12 volues horizontslly
with o gutter betueen
stxth and Seventh and
possibly 18 vertically.

POSTAGER! I

Large blocks of the commemoratives have never been found but they
were possibly printed in 12 rows of Six values.

ALL images were Spaced. approcimately 12mm between each, the space s
t be for overprints. However, as the ovelprints selected fitted the Stamps,
Yhe gutters were not needed so they were also perforated:




Sorgery olterations

Centre

of rose
replaced
by hammer
angd sickle.
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Dindem top of crown
replaced by star of David.
- (entreof
thistle
replaced
by Star
of David,
Volue tablet for penny
replaceds by
hammer ands sickle.

Genuine British
postage stamp.



Serman Propagandae Sorgeries

Pmpaganda fvrgeries were mode of e British "Dark Colours” series
of definitwes: 2d, ld, 112d,2d, 2Y24d, 30

The: centre of the rose was replaced by a hammer and, sickle.

The centre of the thistle was replaced by o Star of Davig.

The diadem on 1p of the crown was replaceds by o Star of Davil.
The vialue tablet for penny was rg)laced by o hammer and sickle.
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lmvitatior British Postnrark

“Used” copies of all Yhe forgeries were given on imitation British cancel
denoting the 1944 invasion of Normandy reading: London|ARAC] 6 Tun|
44| Speciol Stamp, ARRO thought to be Allied Frmy Amphibian Operatin.
As they were intended, v be dropped from planes, they were ungummed
as most Likely they wonldh have either stuck together or stuck: o the givund.
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Production took longer than intended, it was the Summer of 1944, fortunes
Of the war had turned. Bombs 190k priority over stamps for the Luftwaffe.
For distribution, the Germons made use of their agents ond informers in
neutral Europe, but instead, of distributing them, the agents sold, them
to stamp olealers. Berlin found out and distribution was made vinSueden
ond, Swiserland, to well known stamp collectors who received, letters
containing odd values. Probably 15,000-20,000 were distributed abroad.

The bulk of the stock remained in o Berlin air-rmd shelter: [n the tlosing
Stages of the war, with the Allies nearing the (ity, the staff of VI-F-4 mainly
S8 officers, left Berlin in Ppril 1945 with the remaining stock which they
burnt ot Jena, Thiiringio, just before Yhey were captured.




'Coronation’ Sorgery
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German forgery unused Germon forgery "useo”

Propagonda forgeries were made of the 1937 Coronation I'ad value:

The: emblems and, Postnge Revenue along the1ip were replaced, with o
Star of Davidh on each side of SSSR Britannia, intending 1o show that
Britain had become one of the Socialist Soviet Republits.

The: crown had o hammer and sickle added.
Queen Elizabeth was replaced, by the head of Stalin.
The interlaced monogram was altered, to SSSR.

At 1he rightt o, hoammer and sickile againsta, five pointed star backgrovnd
replaced the ampullp.

The dale of the Loronation was replaced by the dole of the Pilies
Conference tn Teheran in November 1943,




Silver Jubilee’ Sorgery
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German forgery unused Germon forgery "used”

Propagandey forgeries were made of the King George V Silver Jubilee
1910-1935 Y2d value.

The, heod of The King was replaced, by the profile of Stalin.

The original inscriptions were removed, and, frue o the propaganda.

of o Jewish and Communist war, replaced by 1o Stars of David, flanking
THIS WAR IS A and ot The foot, by o hammer and sickle device on each
side of the denomination and the words JEWSH WAR (note misspelling).

The dates 1910 and 1935 were chonged 0 1939, The Start of the wor,;
and 1944, the intending year of victory for Na3i Germany and the
end of (reat Britain.

The: crown was Surmounted. by o Sthe of David and the wreath was
replaced with o Star ond oo hammer and sickle.



Souvenir Sheets

Tno types of Souvenir Sheets aere printed by typography, inscribed in English and Russian
e propagonda concellation is an imitation of the normal Londlon postmark,
The other Sheet onty has the propagando forgeries of the Silver Jubilee and, Coronation issues
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ﬂiquibation o§ Empire Overyrints

Overprints pointing to actual war reverses were applied, to the six
definivives with "Liguigation of Empire” and the names of various
bases andl Colonies, the aim being to influence the British natinal feeliy.

The unity of the British Empire had never been in doubt and prior to
The start of the Second World War its si3e was certainly static. But
7rom 194] certain parts of the Empire were occupied by the Japanese,
whilst specific but strictly limited concessions were conferred) on
the Undted States of America, on 4 September 1940 in exchange for
50 W:gonﬂy needed dwz‘m\yeﬁy, whith the then neutrod US.H. conlch
naturally not pass on 10 Britain free of charge.

This exghange presented, The German Propagandla, Department with
o wonderful opportunty, as they naturally refraineds mentioning
that only a military bose ands supply depot had been ceded ands
Thatthe Lolony definitely remoined within the British Empire.

Eight of the 14 overprints can be based on This agreement: Bahamug,
Barbados, Bermudp, Granade, Tamaica, St Lucip, St Vincent and

Trinidad.
The six other ovefprints refecred +0 the Far East: Borneo, Rabpul,

Bougainville, Hong Keng, Rangoon and Singapore:



As shown by the strips, the
ovesprinting plate consisted
of different overprints iw
horizontal swngles.
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i Barbodos
o
:
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2 St Lucie
Stngopore

[n the German view, [easing
the militory bases was a
sign of weakness and a Loss
of British prestige, with the
Empires being traded for
wor supplies.

°
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Hong Kong

Bermuda

Boahoamas

Trinidod

JamoplLca

Barbados

13




Bahamas

Location: (zroup of numerous islands, Keys ond reefs, 5400
Square miles, enciroling the eastern end of the Gulf of Mexico
n an W@u/ar orescent 700 miles /ong &/rt&ndtn\g South
east from off tht coast of Floridpy

Nassow, the coapital, hoas o fine harbour:

Bm‘wh om 1632, until mnz“eot independence inv 198].

In 1940 /fu& United é‘miw Navy estoblished o base on
Mayaguany Lsland.
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Barbados
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Location: Lsland, of the West Indies, 166 SYuore miles, at the
eastern entrance 1o the Caribbeon Sea.

Copitol: Bridgetown.

British from 1605, until granted independence in 1966,

/5




Bernmdbo

Location: Grounp of 360 small iSlands in Atlantic Ocean, 580
miles east of North Caroline, United States of Americo.
Capital: Homilton.

British naval dockyard on Ireland lsland.

During the Second World War, sites on St Daviolss Lsland weee
Leased to United States of America for use as naval omod
aUrbases.

|6




Orenada

Locotion: lsland of Grenado and Six smaller istond.s
in the south-eastern Caribbean Seov

British colony from 1763, gronted full outon org over
its internal affairs os om Associated Stote im 1967 onol
full independence in 1974

7




Jamaica

00 miles south of Cuba in the Caribbean Sea.
Kingston, the capital, has o fine harbour:

.‘\- }cé i'l'r oo
Location: Largest islond, 4244 sguare miles, in the West Indies,
British from 1655, until gronted independence in 1962.
\
|
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St. Lucia

Logation: Rt 238 symare miles, the largest of the Windward
lslands in the best [ndies.

Capital: Castries.

British from 1803 until gronted independence in 1979.

For some time The chief coaling station of the British fleet
in the West Indies.

19



St.Dincent

.‘..m....:....

Location: One of the islands, 150 Square miles, in the
Windward group in the West Indces.

Capital: Kimgston.

Gronted independence from Britpin in 1979.
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Trinidad

Location: Lslond of 1980 square miles in West Indies, off the
coast of north-eastern Vene3uelo.

Capital: Port of Spain.
British from 1802 until granted independence in 1962.

2/




Borneo

Location: Thirg-largest island in the world ands the
Largest of Asimy Lying astride the Fguator.

In 1888 North Borneo become a British Protectorate,
the south of the island being under Dutch rule and,
following the Japanese occupation 1942-194%5, was
restored as a British colony in 1946. Self-government
was grantea iy 1963, uniting with Malaya, Sorawok
ands Singapore to form the Federation of Maloysio.

A2




Location: Largest of a group of islands in the Bismark,
Archipelago, north-east of New Gruineo in the western
Pacific Ocenn.

From 1884 10 1919 o Grerman dependency, then included
i the Australion mandate for New Guinta in 1920,
in the Second World Wary, occupieds by the Japonese
from 1942 to (945.
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Bougainvilla
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Location: Part of the Solomon, lstands in the western
Pacific Oceon.

Allotted to Germany i 1819 but passed to Austradio
after the First World War under o Leaque of Nations
mondate im 1919. Gronted imdependence in 1978.



Location: Lsland off the South-east const of (hina at mouth
of the: Canton River, with on area of 29 sguare miles.
British from 1841. Leased to Britnin from Chinw in 1898 for
99 years. |

Fortified island of great importance, with naval station
and, o base for military supplies.

In the Second World War, ocoupied by the Japonese from
1041 1o 1945,
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Location: With Tibgt to the north, Siam t the east, the 6ay of
Bongal forms the south-westem and southern bound ary of
the province.

Kongoon, the chief port and copital of Burma.

British from 1886 until granted independence in 1948,

In the Second World ar, occupied by the Japanese from
1942 to (945,

2b



Sinﬂapore/

Location: Lsland, ond city of 249 square miles at southern end
of Malay peninsular

Stralegic British naval and oirbase on north shore of tsland,
comprising COaling Station and garrison.

Purchased, by Britan from Sultan of Johore in 1824. branted
independence in 1959.

In Yhe Secong Worlgl War; occupiecd by the Japanese from
1942 tv 1945.

24



,Ciquiéaticm (szrprints
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kiguidlation of Empire marginal sheetlet of six
of the 3d definitive each with o different
Lolony oVenprint: Bougainville, Rabaul, Bornen,
Grrenagla, Rongoon and St lincent.

{......

Liguidation of Empire block
of ld definitwe each with
different (olony overprint:
Rongoon, Boyganville,

St Vincent and Rabanl.
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Extrones of World Politics

This Series of overprints and found on all six King Gieovge-vi issue,
s among the rarest of the forgeries and referved to the reasons for
the, Second World War~that was according to Nazi propagarvda

The Star of Daviok and hammmer and sickle are predominant.

anNaagu s
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THE BILUFF CHARTA

Refers to the Atlantic Charter of AUGUSE 14,941, agreed between
President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Winston Churchill.

14.8. 1 1941

=—THE==
BLUFF-CHARTA
W

TEHERAN

Refers to the conference between Roosevelt, Churchill and, Statin
between November 28 andl December | at Teheran im 1943

MPIRE 'S
LIQUIDA'IION

2.11/112
1943

AT N:
TEHERAN ¢

MURDER RUIN

The 'bomb’ Series of Six drew attention to the Allied bombing of towns
with mostly civilian populations Living near mdvstrial targets, as
wWel as towns in neutrral and Crerman-occupled territory with
consequent Loss of Ufe and damage to property

MURDE
RUIN

CASTELLE
CANDOLFO

Overprints: Rouen Cathedral, Monte Cassino,Sohaffhausery
Lologne Cathedral, San Marino and Castelle Candolfo (above).

30



Warginal Norkings
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Positions of semi-circle.




Colonr Bars and Niorginal Markings

Lolour bars: A colour bar 50mm and
eLther bamm or [Dmm Thick appear
once in each sheet. The bar is

divided horizontally only once but
frequently vertically and only on'the
bottom margin.

E: Onthe right of the bar is The letter
E followed by o number, both n reverse.
The numbers arce | -b according fo the
Volut Yo -3d. No.3 is the 12d value.

The Id, 24 and 224, values
have ov dot in the margin
m the Same colour asthe
Stamp; not in every margin.
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